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Jonatha Brooke coming to the
Playwrights’ Center in August
(Minneapolis, MN—June 18, 2013)— Award-winning singer and songwriter Jonatha Brooke will be coming to
Minneapolis in August to work on her new play with the Playwrights’ Center. She will spend a week doing intensive
play development work at the Center, culminating in three public performances. While here, she will also be offering
a master class on songwriting and composing.
The play, a one-woman show called My Mother Has Four Noses, is pulled from Brooke’s experiences caring for her
mother at the end of her life, as she struggled with Alzheimer’s.
“My mom was a character,” says Brooke. “She was a published poet, a Christian Scientist, a clown, and always up
for drama. In fact, I used to thank her on stage for all the good material. In her last two years, we shared every
human experience on the spectrum. My only instinct? Write it down, sing it, tell it. It was her instinct too: Almost
daily she would say, ‘Boolie,’ (my nickname) ‘That’s good! Are you getting this down? We should make a play out of
it!’ I did get it down, and I did write a play. It is my songs, her poems, and our stories enmeshed.”
“Each year at the Center, we take on a couple projects that seek to not only help the writers and generative artists,
but also help to expand our community, and meet the needs of our fellows, Core Writers and incredible members.
We have a history of providing artists the resources and expertise they need to move their plays further along, and
we look forward to doing so with Jonatha,” says Producing Artistic Director Jeremy B. Cohen. “The story she is
telling in the play is unique yet the emotions surrounding caregiving are incredibly universal. Dating all the way back
to her days in her band, The Story, I have been an enormous fan of this profound, poetic and deeply-moving writer
and composer. I can’t tell you how thrilled I am to welcome Jonatha to the Playwrights’ Center family, and for our
local playwrights to have the opportunity to connect with her.”
The performances will be held at the Playwrights’ Center August 15, 16 and 17 at 7 p.m. They are free but
reservations are highly encouraged. You can reserve your spot at www.pwcenter.org/jonatha.
The master class will be held August 14 from 6 to 8 p.m. Cost is $25 for all attendees. To register, contact the
Playwrights’ Center at 612-332-7481 or info@pwcenter.org.
Jonatha Brooke has been writing songs, making records and touring since her early days in Boston with her band
The Story. My Mother Has Four Noses is her first play.
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