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CHARACTERS

JANE F 23,13
STEPH F 21,11
GEORGE M 15
SETTING

Dickinson, North Dakota

A NOTEON THE SCRIPT

A dash a theend of aline (— ) suggests ahard interruption. The character who spesks
next should sharply interrupt the character ddivering the dashed line.

A slash a theend of aline (/) suggests asoft interruption. The character who spesks
next should begin his or her lineearly such that both characters speak briefly a the same
time.
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HISTORY

WOLF CRY WOLF was developed viareadings a the University of Texas a Austin, at
the Landing T heatre Company's New Play Festiva in Houston, and at the New Thegtre
Project. Wolf Cry Wolf was orignaly produced by the New Thesatre Project under the
artistic direction of Keith Paul M eddlis. It opened December 1st, 2012 a the M ix Sudio
inYpsilanti, M 1. The cast featured:

Jane......cooeeueen. RamonaLucius
Seph............... M eredith Deighton
George......coueeee Kris Reilly

The play was designed and directed by Keth Paul M eddlis.

ABOUT THE PREM IERE PRODUCTION

Inthe New Thedatre Project's premiere, the playing area consisted of grass turf and ared
stump, with other settings suggested. M any of the effects described in the play were
achieved through stylized performance. For example Kris Rellly (George) barked as
Samson, and later both he and Ramona Lucius (Jane) hissed and mewled as the ghost cats.
Also, Kris played George with astutter, which is not indicated in the script but which
was effective.

If you should chooseto producethe play, | hopeyou will pleasefind what works best
for you, so long as you bark, ydl, and howl.

Kevin Kautzman
Austin, TX
November, 2012



Everybody needs his memories. They keep thewolf of
insignificance from the door.

- Saul Bellow



July. Sunshine. Thefront yard of JANE's
family's home. A “For Sde’ sign. GEORGE,
fifteen, stands dressed in along black coat,
shorts, and black boots without laces. HE
smokes acigarette. A dogbarks. GEORGE
looks alittle ruffled. HE wanders away as
JANE enters. SHE isthirteen. SHE inspects
the® For SA€’ sign. SHE reaches into the box
above it containing pamphlets about the
property. SHE sits and begnsto tear these
apart, one by one, then in bunches. SHE puts
them in her mouth and tears a them. SHE spits
pieces and gnaws at the pamphlets, snarling
convincingy as SHE does. STEPH enters,
holding a box of matches. SHE is eleven.

STEPH
What areyou doing?

JANE
What's it look like?

STEPH

My name's Steph.

JANE tears gpart more pamphlets.

We just moved here. Isthisyour house?

JANE
Thisiswherewelive

STEPH
Soit's your house?

JANE

If welive here then it must be our house, rignt?

STEPH
| likeit.
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M etoo.

Want meto help?

No.

I've got mat ches.

Isthat your dog barking?

Yeeh.

Tl her to shut up.

[t'snot a“ her”.

Tdl him then.

His name's Samson.

Sampson?

Sammmmmson.

What kind of anameis Sampson?

A dogs name.
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JANE
Tdl Sampson to stop barking. He's gvingme amigane.

STEPH
What's amigraine?

JANE
It's abig headache. My mom gets them. Usudly when I'maround. ShesaysI'ma
trigger. Likeonagun. Bang

Ugh. Tdl that dogto shut up!

STEPH
Samson! Stop barking!
The dog barks.
JANE
That didn't work.
STEPH

He's nervous. It's abrand new place. Therestha werd smell.

JANE
What smdl?

STEPH
The sweet smdl.

JANE

That's sweetgass. It'sanicesmel. It's my favorite smell actualy. Ahh! If that dog
doesn't stop barking, I'm goingto scream.

STEPH
My dad can usudly get himto stop.

JANE
How'shedo it?

STEPH

Heydlsredly loud.
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JANE
Ydl redly loud then. Comeon. He's drivingmecrazy.

STEPH
SAM SON! STOP BARKING! YOU'REGIVING MY NEW FRIEND A M IGRAINE,
WHICH ISA BIG HEADACHE!

JANE
See? It worked.

STEPH
What's y our name?

JANE

Give me some matches.
STEPH hands JANE the box of matches.

How old areyou?

STEPH
Eleven and ahalf.

JANE
I'm thirteen and a half.

STEPH
When's your birthday ?

JANE
October.

STEPH
Noway. Minetoo.

JANE
What day ?

STEPH
You first.
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JANE
| asked you first.
STEPH
Sy it & the sametime.
JANE STEPH
Thir...  teenth. Thir... d.
JANE
Huh. Pretty close anyway.
STEPH
Yeeh.
JANE

Give meamatch, Eleven and A Half.

JANE lights the match and lets it burn to the
pads of her fingers.

STEPH
Doesn't that hurt?

JANE
Nah. Look how far down thematch | got. You try.

STEPH
| don't know.

JANE
Scared?

STEPH

No! But my parents wouldn't likeit.

JANE
They're not gonnafind out.
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STEPH
They dwaysfind out! Thistownissosmal. | fed like somebody's watchingmedl the
time. It's creepy.

JANE
You're scared!
STEPH
Am not.
JANE
Try it then.
STEPH holds the match for about hdf as longas
JANE did. SHE drops it and waves her hand
from the pain.
STEPH
Ow ow ow.
JANE
Not too bad.
The dog barks.
JANE STEPH
SAMPSON! SHUT UP! SAM SON! SHUT UP!

A moment while THEY listen. The dogdoes

not bark.

JANE (CONT'D)
My name's Jane.

STEPH
I'm Seph.

JANE
You told me aready.

STEPH

So | told you twice. Areyou goingto move?
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JANE
No.

STEPH
Areyou sure?

JANE
Yes.

STEPH
How sure?

JANE
Very.

STEPH

What percentage? Out of a hundred?

JANE
Did you just learn percentages?

STEPH
Yesh.

JANE
Nobody likes ashow off, Seph.

STEPH
I'm just wondering.

JANE

I'm ninety percent sure. Out of ahundred.

STEPH
What's the sign for then? The other ten percent?

JANE
It's just astupid sign.
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STEPH
I've seen signs like that before. We had one in front of our old house before we moved
here.

JANE
Just becausetheres asignin our yard doesn't mean I'm moving.

STEPH
But it means the houseis for sde. That'swhat it says. “For Sde”

JANE
Wow. Good for you! You can read too!

STEPH
You'reangy.

JANE
| am not angry!

STEPH

We can still be friends even if you're goingto move.

JANE
Who said anything about friends?

STEPH
I'm just saying.

JANE

I've got friends coming out my wanghole.

STEPH
Your what?

JANE
My wanghole. It'saholeinyour wang. Youll figureit out when you're older.

STEPH
I'm just sayingwe can befriends even if you're goingto move. Do you know where
you're moving?

JANE
You're nosy, Eleven and A Half.
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STEPH
My dad says I'm precocious, Thirteen and A Half.

JANE
So you liveright there now, huh?

STEPH
Yeah.

JANE

That house used to belongto an old lady. She'sdead. Shedied in that house.

STEPH
Redly?

JANE
Yep. Which roomisyours?

STEPH
That one.

JANE
Oh man.

STEPH
What?

JANE
That's the exact room she died in.

STEPH
Shut up. You'relying

JANE

I'mnot. The night she died an ambulance and apolice car came. They brought her out in
ayedlow bag | saw it out my window. Shehad dl these cats, too.

SHE meows.

JANE (CONT'D)
M aybethat's why Sampson is going crazy. He can smel the ghost cats.
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SHE meows, screeching

STEPH
You didn't haveto tell medl that. About the dead lady and her ghost cats. How am |

goingto sleep?

JANE
Ohrdax! Peoplediedl thetime.

STEPH
Not in my bedroom!

JANE

You should get used toit. Thistownis full of werdos.

STEPH
Itis?

JANE
Yeah. Liketherésthis kid dways cregpingaround in this long black coat.

STEPH
['ve seen him!

JANE
Totd weirdo. But hey, look on the bright side: my room's right there.

STEPH
Yeah. S07?

JANE
Sncewere friends now well be ableto tak at night.

STEPH
How?
JANE
(exiting)
Wait here.
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STEPH picks up one of the remaining intact
pamphlets. SHE puts it in her mouth and
gnaws a it hafheartedly, then more assuredly .
SHE snarls abit. SHE spits some pieces and
reaches for another pamphlet as JANE returns

with two wakie-talkies.

JANE (CONT'D)
Stand over there and press the button.

STEPH
Helo?

JANE
Farther! Sand way over therel

STEPH
Helo? Jane?

JANE
Hello!

STEPH
It works.

STEPH presses the deviceto her ear.
JANE
(yeling)

Fun, right?

STEPH

(wincing)

Gah.

JANE

Here, turn it off to save the batteries. This one'syours.

STEPH
Redly?
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JANE
Just hideit fromyour folks. | don't want themtakingit avay. Okay?

STEPH
Okay.

JANE
| read pamstoo. Want to learn?

STEPH
Umm. Sure.

JANE

Your wholelifeisin your pam. Show meyour hand.

A bell rings nearby .

STEPH
That's my mom.

JANE
Umm... no, that's abell.

STEPH
My mom s ringngthe bell.

JANE
What's she doingthat for?

STEPH

It's dinnertime. | have three minutes to get inside and sit a thetable or dsel'min trouble.

JANE
Oh.

STEPH
My mom collects bells.

JANE

Right.
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STEPH
That's her Saturday bel.

JANE
| et it.

STEPH
Shelsalittleece ar.

JANE
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Who isn't? You better get inside. You don't want to get in trouble, do you?

STEPH
I'll talk with you tonight?

JANE
What time do you go to bed?

STEPH
Nine.

JANE
Psshhh. | goto bed a ten.

STEPH
Wow.

JANE

Turn your wakie-takieon a nine o'clock sharp, al right? Say it back. Nine o'clock

sharp/

STEPH
Nine o'dock sharp. You can keep the matches.

JANE
Areyou sure?

STEPH
Yeah. Friends share everything, right?
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JANE
Right. Yeah. Thanks.

We shift. Tenyears later inside a coffee and gift
shop on themain floor of an old house. Thereis
atablewith three chairs, astand with postcards,
and adisplay with chegp gemstone necklaces. It
is December. A blizzard happens outside,
turningthe world out the windows blue and
white. JANE tdliesreceipts. STEPH enters.

A bell on the door rings.

JANE (CONT'D)
I'm sorry. Were closed.

STEPH snarls.

Seph? Ohmy God. It's... wethought you were/

STEPH barks.
You look likel remember.
STEPH
You don't.
JANE
| meant that as acompliment.
STEPH

Sodid I.
STEPH barks again.

JANE
Do you want coffee?

STEPH
No. | takethese pillsto stay awake. | had abunch aready.

JANE
Have adecaf.
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STEPH
I'm goingto bealawyer. I'mat school in New York. City.

JANE
Do your parents even know wherey ou/

STEPH
It smdls nicein here.

JANE
If you'relooking... They moved years ago. After you/

STEPH
You own this place?

JANE
Theres amortgage. | liveupstairs. | work for the Parks Department too.

STEPH
You away s liked being outside.

JANE
It wasn't so much that.

STEPH

So what isthis place? Like agft shop?

JANE
Coffee and gfts.

STEPH
(snarling, barking)
Grrrrrrrrrr! Ruff! Ruff! Rrrrrrrrrr.

JANE
It's atax thing.

STEPH
Why don't you bark back, huh? Thisisyour spot! You'vegot to protect it. I'll huff and
I'll puff and I'll blow your housein. Comeon! Bark! Howl!
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I'll get that decef.

You look cold.

| walked.

From where?

Thebus station.

It'sablizzard.

These postcards. Tacky.

Maybel liketacky.
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JANE

JANE pursues coffee. STEPH flips through the

postcards on the stand, letting them fal to the

floor as SHE goes. JANE returns with a cup.

JANE (CONT'D)

STEPH

JANE

STEPH

JANE

STEPH

JANE

STEPH

M aybethat's why you never bothered to leave this dump.

JANE

If everybody smart and attractive and interesting leaves, how will it get any better?

STEPH

I'm amazed a how backwards everythingis out here. The haircuts. You know how
everybody herelooks to people out east?

| likeit here. Freshair. Quidt.
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STEPH
You look like hicks.

JANE
You can seethestars. Bet you can't seethestarsin New York. City.

STEPH
Yeah. No. But it'sagood placeto get lost. Just another face.
(tearing the postcard to pieces)
Look, it's snowinginside now too! How magcal.

JANE
Iseverythingdl right?

STEPH
And thefashion! Wow! Look at dl this authentic, hand-made jewdry. Oh, isthis red

agpte?

JANE
How do | look to you?

STEPH
What do you want meto say?

JANE
Thetruth.

STEPH

Ugg Look at these stupid postcards. I've dways hated this kind of thing. Thewolf
howling. Thepurplesky. Thesky never looks like that.

JANE
| painted that. That's my signature. TheJgvesit away. They don't sdll.

STEPH
Of coursethey don't! It's Dickinson, North Dakotal Therearen't any tourists. Nobody
wants to remember they 've been here. Or tell anyonethey've been here. So why buy a
postcard!

JANE
What do you want?
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STEPH
Huh.

JANE
What?

STEPH

| can't remember the last time anybody redly asked methat.

JANE
Wil I'm asking.

STEPH
Gee. Let'ssee. Maybel blameyou. Maybel'm hereto hurt you. And maybel'vegot a
knifeand I'm goingto cut you into little pieces and gobble you up.

JANE
That's alot of maybes, Seph.

STEPH
Yeah. Wdll. Tonight | fed like one bigmay be.

JANE
I'm not afraid of you.

STEPH
Liar.

JANE

Youreangy. | get it. | left you donewhen you needed—

STEPH
| was dways done.

JANE
That's not true.

STEPH

I've gotten redly good a done.
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JANE
How long has it—

STEPH
Tenyeas. | was eleven.

JANE
| thought you were older.

STEPH
Eleven and ahalf.

JANE

Yeah. Huh. | wasinto reading pams.

JANE reaches for STEPH's hand. SHE laysiit
flat on thetable and opensit finger by finger.
STEPH resists a first but then relaxes. JANE
traces her finger over alinein STEPH's open
pam.

JANE (CONT'D)
Thisisyour heart line. Thisisyour head line.

STEPH
Don't touch me.

JANE
Hmm. What arethese? Scars? They look liketwo sides of atriange. Tha was theidea,
wasn't it? We still match. Both missingthat third line.

STEPH
| said don't touch mel
JANE
Fine. I'mnot. Rdax.
STEPH
(rubbing her scarred hand)

Children do stupid things.
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JANE
It wasn't stupid.
STEPH
We scarred our hands.
JANE
Smal scars.
STEPH
Sll, scars. It was crazy.
JANE
It was holy.
Everybody thought you were dead.
STEPH
I'm not.
We shift. TheyoungJANE and STEPH lieon
opposing mattresses in ther respective
bedrooms. Smdl lamps light them beneath their
blankets. THEY speak into their walkie-talkies.
STEPH (CONT'D)
Jane. Jane?
JANE
It'snine o' five.
STEPH
| can barely hear you.
JANE
It'snine o' fivel
STEPH

My clock says"nine."
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JANE
Your clock iswrong Over.

STEPH
Ove?

JANE

You say "over" when you're donetaking. And then when you're doneyou say "over and
out." Over.

STEPH
Okay. Umm. Why areyou whispering?

Ove?

JANE
My parents arefighting. Listen.

JANE raises her wakietakie. Thereisthe
sound of afight: first raised voices followed by

loud thumps.
You hear that? Over.
STEPH
It sounds bad. What's wrong? Over.
JANE

My mom drinks. Then my dad startsinto her. She never used to fight back. Now it'sa
mess. Over.

STEPH
What happened? Over.

JANE
My dad lost hisjob. That'swhy thesign's out there. Over.

STEPH
Oh. Ove.

JANE
You don't care, do you?
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STEPH
No. It'sokay. | understand.

JANE
You understand?

STEPH
Sure.

JANE
Has your dad lost his job?

STEPH
No.

JANE

You've got anice new house, don't you?

STEPH
Yesh.

JANE
So you can't understand. Don't say you understand when you don't.

STEPH
I'm sorry. Over?

JANE
It's okay. You didn't know any better. Canyou turnyour light on?

STEPH
Yeah...
STEPH stands and turns on the light.
JANE
Waveto me.
STEPH waves.

You wear pink pgamas?
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STEPH
Yeeh?

JANE
They have unicorns on them, don't they? Bet you money .

STEPH
Rainbows.

JANE
And unicornstoo! Am| right?

STEPH

There's asinge unicorn. On the pocket.

JANE
Pssshhh, Eleven and A Half wears unicorn jammies!

STEPH
| like unicorns.

JANE
You would.

STEPH
We stopped saying"over."

JANE

Ahh hahaha Pink unicorn jammies!

STEPH
Turnyour light on!

JANE
Wait! Somebody's coming.

JANE turns off her smdl lamp. Oneof her
parents opens the door to her room, and a
yellow fang of light creeps across thefloor: first
asliver, then athick triangular wedge.
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STEPH watches, frozen. Thelight cregps back
into itsdf and disappears.

STEPH
Jane? Jane?

JANE
It smells likeaChristmas tree. Haveyou ever had gn? It's terriblel

Areyou there? Seph?

STEPH
Yeah?

JANE
Tdl measecret.

STEPH

Umm. My family doesn't do Christmas.

JANE
Why not?

STEPH
We do Hanukkah. Were Jewish.

JANE
That's not much of a secret.

STEPH
| guess that depends. Your turn.

JANE
My turn what?

STEPH
Totdl measecret.

JANE

| told you! Thedrinkingis asecret.
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STEPH
| guess we're even then.

JANE
What's being Jewish like?

STEPH

The holiday s are different. What areyou?
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My dad says Catholics bdievein gquilt and art in that order. Oh, and every week we

JANE
Were supposed to be Catholics.

STEPH
What's that like?

JANE
drink blood.

STEPH
Wow.

JANE

What will you gve meto tell you another secret?

STEPH
What do you want?

JANE
| want your dumb unicorn jammies.

STEPH
| don't think they'll fit you.

JANE
| don't care. That'swhat | want.

STEPH

What areyou goingto do with them?
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JANE
None of your business!

STEPH
What'll | tell my mom?

JANE

Tl her you're deven and ahaf, you figured out unicorns are stupid, and you want anew
par of pgameas.

STEPH
| don't want anew pair of pgameas.

JANE
Do you want to hear another secret or not?

STEPH
Isit abig secret?

JANE
Huge.

STEPH
Does anybody ese know?

JANE
Nobody .

STEPH

Fine. You can have my pgamas. What's the secret?

JANE
Bring me the pgjameas first!

STEPH
Right now?

JANE
Yeah! Comeover.

STEPH

| don't know...
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JANE
I'm not goingto tell you this secret over the wakie-takie. Somebody could be listening.

STEPH
Oh.

JANE
You've never snuck out before?

STEPH
No.

JANE
Then what do you do after dark?

STEPH

| reed. Sometimes| listento theradio. Usudly | sleep like anorma person.

JANE
You havethirty seconds. Sarting/

STEPH
Wait!

JANE
Now!

STEPH considers the situation. SHE turns off
her wakie-takie and hurriedly stuffs acouple
pillows under her blankets to gvethe
appearance of abody. SHE turns off her lights,
changes into something plain in the dark, and
opens her window. SHE crawls out and runsto
JANE's window, which JANE has opened.

The dog barks.

STEPH
Samson!

JANE
That stupid dog's goingto wake everybody up!
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STEPH
Samson!  Shush!

JANE
That's not goingto work.

STEPH
I'm going to get in so much trouble.

JANE
That dumb dog's the problem.

STEPH

Takethepgamas! Sowhat's the secret?

JANE
| can turn into awolf.

STEPH
You what?

JANE

| canturninto awolf. | taught myself. | canteach youtoo. You better get back! The
lightsareon! | bet they think you'rearaccoon. Or arobber! Doesyour dad have agun?

STEPH
A shotgun. It's gnormous!

JANE
You better hurry!

JANE closes thewindow. STEPH dashesto
her roomjust in timeto settle hersef back in
bed as one of her parents opens the door and a
fang much like the one earlier gppears, except it
is purple- asliver, awedge, asliver and gone.

A moment.

THEY return to ther wakie-takies.
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STEPH
That was crazy.

JANE
If by crazy you mean fun!

STEPH
By crazy | mean crazy!

JANE

Shh. Listen. Fed theway your heart's pounding?

STEPH
Yeah.

JANE
That's nothing Wolves' hearts best redly fast. Faster than human hearts. You can't
imagnewhat it feds like. It's likearollercoaster but better. Becauseit'sinyou. You fed
powerful and free, and that fedingis just... it's the best thingin the world.

STEPH
You can't turninto awolf. You're makingit up.

JANE
Nope. | do it when the moon'sfull. It's easier then.

STEPH
You'replayingatrick on me.

JANE
Tomorrow night I'll show you.

STEPH
Can you show me some now?

JANE

Umm. | can show you what it'slike. A bit.

STEPH
Okay.
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JANE
Closeyour eyes. Now imagneyou're running through the snow. Kick your feet inthe
ar. Weregoingto lopeabit.

STEPH
Lope?

JANE
That's how wolves wak. Kick your feet. Now your forepaws.

STEPH
My what?

JANE
Your hands. Now run! Now imagneyou're chasing after the moon. Redly seethe
moon. Doyou seeit?

STEPH
| don't see anything.

JANE
You're not looking hard enough!

The same moon gppears in both their rooms.

STEPH
| think | seeit now.

JANE
You think you seeit or you seeit?

STEPH
| seeit. | redlly seeit.

JANE

| seeit too. Now chaseit! Fast. Faster! Faster faster faster!
The moon vanishes.

STEPH
It got away .
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JANE
It dways gets away. And weaways chaseit. That's what wolves do.

STEPH
That was fun.

JANE
That was nothing Compared to thered thing.

STEPH
You haveto show me.

JANE
Yeah. Sure. | will. But oncewe start we can't stop. You understand? No running back
to mommy and daddy. And no tellingif you get caught. Okay? If my parents find out,
they'll kill me. You promise? You still there?

STEPH
Yeah.

JANE
Notdling! You promise?

STEPH
| promise.

JANE

Say | promiseon my heart. Cross my heart and hopeto die.

STEPH
| promise on my heart. Cross my heart and hopeto die.

JANE
Good night, Eleven and A Half.

STEPH
Night.

JANE
Over and out.
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STEPH
Over and out.
We shift. Night becomes day becomes night. A
full moon over afidd. Thereisatree stump.
GEORGE enters. HE stands near the stump.
HE smokes acigarette. A semi-truck passes on
the highway : two bright lights and arumbling
sound. GEORGE exits. JANE entersfollowed
by STEPH.
JANE
Here's the spot.
STEPH
Where?
JANE
This stump.
STEPH
We waked an hour for astump?
JANE
Wedidn't wak for an hour.

STEPH reveds astopwatch.

STEPH
One hour, three minutes, and five seconds.

JANE
Y ou slowed me down.

STEPH
| had sand in my boots.

JANE

Threetimes!
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STEPH
Why'd we go through the golf course?

JANE
We can't let anybody see us!

STEPH
Oh.

JANE
They'll send ustojail.

STEPH
Jail?

JANE
Probably .

STEPH
It smells like smoke.

JANE
It's your imagination.

STEPH
| want to go home.

JANE

33

Relax. If anybody's goingto get in trouble, it's me. I'm older. | ought to know better.

STEPH
Yeah, you ought to.

JANE
But | don't. I'm rambunctious.

A semi-truck passes.

STEPH
What'stha? Ahh! It looks liketwo yelow eyes.

JANE
It'sjust atruck. Thehighway's right over there.

WOLF CRY WOLF
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STEPH
| want to go home.

JANE opens her backpack and reveds a
flashlight, which SHE turns on and props on the
stump. SHE withdraws a canteen.

JANE
Ohrdax. Haveyou ever had wine?

STEPH
No.

JANE
It's greet.

STEPH
| don't want any.

JANE
Scared?

STEPH
My parents will know.

JANE
How?

STEPH
I'm abad liar.

JANE

| dways havewine beforel turn into awolf. There's awhole bunch of things | haveto do
before.

STEPH
Likewhat?

JANE reveds two scarves made from the

ranbow and unicorn pgamas. SHE hands one
to STEPH.
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JANE
Oh, hey! | brought you apresent. It'sascarf. For when it gets cold.

STEPH
You ruined them!

JANE
| made them into something new.

STEPH
| liked those pgamas.

JANE

It was afair trade. Look, | even put the unicorn on yours. See?

STEPH
That's kind of nice.

JANE
You're welcome.

STEPH
Quiet! Didyou hear that?

JANE

Somebody followed us. You weretoo loud.

STEPH
It wasn't me.

JANE
Turn off the flashlight!

STEPH gabstheflashlight, turnsit off, and sets
it on the ground.

STEPH
If we get killed out here, my parents are goingto kill me!

JANE
That doesn't make any sensel
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STEPH
Shh.
A silhouette of adoe gppears.
JANE
Ahh!
STEPH
It's just adeer.
JANE

Hold still or you'll scareit. It might attack.

STEPH
It isn't scared. We're scared.

JANE
I'm not scared.

STEPH

Aren't you supposed to beawolf? You should hunt it or something.

JANE
I'm not awolf right now.

STEPH
So turninto one dready!

JANE
It doesn't work likethat.

STEPH
How does it work?

JANE

| told you! There's awhole bunch of things | have to do!

STEPH
What are we so scared of ?
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JANE
I'm not scared of astupid deer!

The doe runs off, replaced by the long silhouette

of acrow.

GEORGE
That wasn't adeer.

JANE
Istha crow taking?

STEPH
| don't seeacrow.

GEORGE
It was adoe.

JANE
It's right therel

GEORGE
Do, adear, afemdedeer ...

STEPH
It's just akid.

JANE
It's acrow.

GEORGE gppears. Thecrow vanishes.

GEORGE
Re, adrop of golden—

STEPH
It's the kid with the jacket!

GEORGE

Which one of you thinks I'm acrow?
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STEPH
Jane?

JANE
Whoawhoawhoa Say right there. I've got aknife.

STEPH
You do?

JANE
Shut up, Seph.

(to GEORGE)

Who areyou?

GEORGE
Why should | tell you?

STEPH
Because y ou snuck up on us!

GEORGE
It's pretty late, isn't it?

JANE
You followed us!

GEORGE
Thisismy territory.

STEPH
Jane! We should go!

JANE
Thisismy spot. Territory.

GEORGE

You can't have aspot herewithout asking mefirst.

JANE
I'm not asking some fresk for anything.

WOLF CRY WOLF
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GEORGE
Did you cdl me afresk?

STEPH
Jasasaane!

GEORGE

Hey! Didyour friend cal me afresk?

STEPH
I'm going to throw up.

GEORGE
You think you'retough, don't you?

JANE
Try mel

GEORGE
Maybel will!

STEPH

(screaming)

Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!

JANE
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What | meant to say isthat wereal freeks. I'mdways sayingthat, aren't |, Seph?

STEPH
Yes. Everybody's freaky deeky!
GEORGE
How'd you know I'm acrow?
STEPH
He's not acrow.
JANE
Yes, heis. Yes, | am.
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GEORGE

KEVIN KAUTZMAN



40

JANE
Look a him. It's obvious. He might as well be covered with black feathers.

GEORGE
You must be somethingtoo then. What areyou?

JANE
I'm awolf.

GEORGE
What's she?

JANE
She doesn't know what sheis.

GEORGE

She's probably awolf too. Wolves go in packs.

JANE
Probably. | used to bealonewolf. Now | guess I'm stuck with her.

GEORGE
You'rethe dphathen?

JANE
Wil she's not, obviously.

STEPH
Sop takinglike I'm not herel

JANE
I'm definitely thedpha

GEORGE
That's cool.

JANE

I'm Jane. Thisis Steph. What's y our name?

GEORGE
Crow of Nignt.
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JANE & STEPH
What?

GEORGE
Crow of Nignt.

JANE

Okay. Umm. | read pams. | canread yours. Here. Put your hand on the stump,
Mister Fancy Pants Crow of Night. Hey. Where are your shodlaces?

GEORGE
| don't believein them.

JANE
That's ridiculous.

GEORGE
Say s the pam reader.

JANE

Hey! It took meawholeweek to learn how to do this. Let mesee. Thisisyour heart
line. Thisisyour head line...

GEORGE
That itches.

JANE
You'vegot niceeyes. They dow inthedark. Very crow of you. | can't see. Seph, hand
me the flashlight.

GEORGE
I've been looking for you.

JANE
What? Hey. Let go!

GEORGE
I've been looking for two wolves.

STEPH

Comeon, Jane. This guy'strouble.
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GEORGE
I'm Crow of Night. Of course I'm trouble.

JANE
That makes sense.

GEORGE
But I'll tell you who's worse! My brother, Crow of Davn. He's my nemesis.

JANE
That means he's his enemy.

STEPH
| know what “ nemesis” means!

GEORGE

My mother's the M oon. His mother's the Sun. Our father's Crow of Earth. We're
enemies because he wants to eat the M oon.

STEPH
You can't eat the M oon!

GEORGE
My brother can. If I don't stop him by the next full moon, helll eat the M oon and there
will be no more night, helll eat our shadows, and it'll beredly bad.

STEPH
Whoa.

GEORGE
I've been looking for two wolves. | found you just intime.

STEPH
But I'm not awolf.

JANE
Yes, you ae. You just don't know it yet.

STEPH
I'm scared.

WOLF CRY WOLF KEVIN KAUTZMAN



GEORGE
You should bel Crow of Dawn is watchingus right now. His eyes burn liketwo suns.
When heflies he's covered in flames and leaves atrail of smokeinthesky. You can see
thetrails a night, see... there, those longwispy clouds. He's dway's chasingthe M oon,
and if hecatchesit, it'll bebad. Hewantsto destroy night forever. Imagneaworld
without night.

STEPH
When would we slegp?

GEORGE
Exactly! You're pretty smart for somebody who doesn't even know what sheis.

STEPH
He'scrazy. Yourecrazy. Thisisastupid game. I'm goinghome. Areyou coming?
Jane?

JANE
I'm gonna stay .

GEORGE
| saw two wolves. It hasto betwo, otherwise...

STEPH
Otherwise what?!

JANE
Otherwise Crow of Dawn will eat the M oon! Pay atention! He needs us both.

STEPH
| don't carewhat he needs! | need thingstoo. | need to go home. | need to go to bed.

GEORGE
You need to learn what you redly are.

STEPH
You don't know me.

GEORGE
Leavethen.
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JANE
She's scared to go aone.

STEPH
| am not!

JANE

Say. I'll show you how to turn into awolf, and we can help him.

STEPH
People can't turn into wolves. Or crows.

GEORGE
M aybe I'm acrow who turns into aperson.

STEPH
You'remakingit up. Jane. Isn't he?

JANE
Maybeheis. Maybeheisn't.

STEPH
Fine Show me. Right now. | want to seeyou turninto awolf.

JANE
It's not like snappingyour fingers!

STEPH
Go ahead then.

JANE goes to the stump and prepares hersdf
rather thegtricaly. SHE drinks wine. SHE
messes her hair. SHE shakes hersdlf afew
times. SHE yips and barks and snarls.

JANE
Rrr. Yip. Rrr. Grrrrr... ruff! Ruff!

STEPH
What if my parents check on me? They'll ground me forever.
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| can't do it when you're watching

Do you want some advice?

No! Udgh. Yes.

Beawolf.

Thisis stupid.

Go homethen!

It'strue. | don't want to go aone.

Seel Tha'stotdly awolf thing. You want to bewith your pack.

JANE

GEORGE

JANE

GEORGE

STEPH

JANE

STEPH

GEORGE

STEPH

Wheré's your crow-pack then, huh? Crows have packs too.

They're called murders.

What?

A pack of crowsisamurder.

Who's getting murdered?

WOLF CRY WOLF
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JANE
(exiting)
Gah! | need some space.

STEPH
Wait asecond. Why areyou looking for wolves again?

GEORGE
| saw it. Inadream.

STEPH
Redly?

GEORGE

Yep. Wakinglifeisonly haf thestory. Therest happens in shadows... and in dreams.
M ost peopledon't seg, so they wander around haf aive. But some of us seethings the
way they redly are. It's acurse and ablessing.

STEPH
How old areyou?

GEORGE
Crow years or peopleyears?

STEPH
You're not acrow.

GEORGE
Caw! Caasaw!

STEPH
Peopleyears.

GEORGE
Fifteen.

STEPH
She's can't turninto awolf.

GEORGE

Give her achance.
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STEPH
Ugh. Thisisso stupid...

A silhouette of awolf appears.

JANE
Check me out!

STEPH
Shedid it.

GEORGE
You can seethat?

STEPH
Yeah.

GEORGE
You're one of usfor surethen.

STEPH

What if | don't want to be one of you?

GEORGE
It doesn't work likethat.
JANE
(off.)
Hey hey hey. Watch mel
GEORGE

Three makes apack. And we're goingto fight Crow of Dawn.

JANE
(off.)
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I'mtotaly awolf right now! Do you see? Hey! Aw000000000000000000000000000!

STEPH
She'sredly awolf!

We shift. Thebedrooms. JANE sleeps.

STEPH crawls out her window and comes to
stand in theyard, sleepwaking, murmuring.
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STEPH (CONT'D)
here pretty kitty pretty kitty so nice
nothingto be scared of scaredy cat fraidy cat kitty cat

Ghost cats swirl around her in aluminescent
force. SHE marshds these with her arms,
raisingthem above her waist on ether side, as if
petting the stresking feline shapes.

STEPH turns upward and opens her ey es wide.
Just as SHE does, two eyes like suns gppear
overhead. STEPH cowers from these as they
burn down on her.

STEPH (CONT'D)
don't don't don't want want want you you you
'l ' 1°11 eat et eat you you
I'll ' 1" wolf wolf wolf your
eyes
I'll 'l 11l crow crow crow y our
heart
don't don't don't
ahh ahh ahh ahh/

Thedogbarks. JANE stirs. SHE looks out her
window. SHE sees STEPH. SHE opens her
window.

JANE
Seph! What areyou doing?

JANE grabs STEPH, shaking her. STEPH
opens her eyes and stares at JANE. The
dowing eyes vanish. The dogbarks.

STEPH
ahh ahh ahh ahh ahh/

JANE
Seph! Youregoingto wakeeverybody up! Hey! Hey! It'sme. It's Jane.
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STEPH
Jane Jane Jane

JANE
Shh shh shh. It was just adream. Comeon.

JANE holds STEPH, stroking her hair. The dog

goes silent.
STEPH
A dream.
JANE
Just adream. Shh.
STEPH

It wasred! | saw theghost cats. Andtwo eyeslikesuns. | saw him. He's watching.

JANE
Who?

STEPH
Crow of Dawn.

JANE
It was adream.

STEPH

Dreams arewhereyou learn to fight Crow of Dawn.

JANE
Maybe. | don't know. It's not even—

STEPH
Hell wolf wolf wolf our eyes. Crow our hearts. He's hungy. Hedoesn't want to eat
M oon. Hewantsto eat our shadows! And if that happens, then wéll stop seeing things
theway they redly are, and well be haf dead and—

JANE
It's just agame, Seph!
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STEPH
It'snot! | saw you. You turned into awolf.

JANE
Okay. Fine. But theres no Crow of Dawn.

STEPH
If you can turninto awolf, then there can be aCrow of Dawn.

JANE
But thereisn't.

STEPH
Then you aren't awolf!

JANE
Yes, | am!

STEPH
How can it be both?!

JANE
It just can!

STEPH
You're not awolf! Not not not.

JANE

You want meto biteyou? I'll biteyou!

STEPH
Ow. No. Hey! Sop.

JANE
I'll tear out your jugular. I'm not afraid of you.

STEPH
He'sred. | saw him. You haveto teach meto turn or | won't be safe. People can't fight
him. You've got to beawolf, or you'retoo wesk and—
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JANE
Seph! Hemadeit dl up! You redly think the M oon is his mother?

STEPH
If Crow of Dawnisn't red, then you can't turninto awolf. And | saw you! He'sred.

JANE
Did you eat somethingweird before bed? Tunaor something?

STEPH
| saw the ghost cats. They weredl around me. And these eyes wereright above melike
two suns! Why would | makethisup?

JANE
To scareme.

STEPH
You're scared?

JANE
Yeah. A little Aren't you?

STEPH

You haveto teach me how to turn into awolf.

JANE
| told you. The next full moon.

STEPH
| can't wait that long!

JANE

It's just aweek! Heé's goingto meet us there, and we're goingto fight Crow of Dawn.
We're bringng stuff for smores, remember?

STEPH
| won't sleep until you teach me. I'll stay awake al night staring out my window into
your room.

JANE
Bemy gquest.
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STEPH
I'll tell my parents we snuck out and drank wine! You're a bad influence!

JANE
Fine Whatever! Well go tomorrow night. Bossy.

STEPH
Good.

JANE
We better get inside.

STEPH
Tomorrow. You promise.

JANE
| promise.

STEPH
It has to beablood promise.

JANE
A what?

STEPH
A blood promise!

JANE
You're crazy .

STEPH

You started this! You didn't haveto tell meyou can turn into awolf! Now I've got Crow
of Dawn after me. It'syour fault!

JANE
What's ablood promise?

STEPH reveds alarge pocketknife.

STEPH
Here.
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JANE
What am | supposed to do?

STEPH
Cut yoursdf.

JANE
Go back to bed.

STEPH
Fraidy cat.

JANE

I'm not afraidy cat. I'mabigbad wolf.

STEPH
Some big bad wolf, scared of ablood promise. Giveit back.

JANE
Fine. Ugh. | can't. Youdo it.

STEPH
Where?

JANE
Here.

JANE holds out her hand and looks away .

STEPH
You haveto look.

STEPH presses the knifeto JANE's pam.

JANE winces.
JANE
Ahh. Ow.
STEPH
Now do me.
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STEPH holds out her hand. JANE cuts aline
into STEPH's pam. STEPH does not wince.
SHE takes the knife back from JANE.

JANE
Ugh.

STEPH
Now we shake.

JANE
| don't want your blood on me.

STEPH
You think | want yours on me?

JANE
Yes!

STEPH

| followed you to that stupid stump. Now | want to learn how to turn into awolf.
Shake. Now weve got each others' blood forever. You can't bresk that promise.

JANE
What happensif | do?

STEPH
You don't want to know.

We shift to the coffee house. STEPH holds the

knife,
You broke your promise.
JANE
I'm sorry .
STEPH

Just words, Jane.
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JANE
What do you want? You want meto get on my knees and beg?

STEPH
Yeah! Yeah| do!

JANE gets on her knees.

JANE
Georgeis going to be here any minute.

STEPH
Yourealiar.

JANE
I'mnot. It'strue. Helives here on theweekends. Duringtheweek heworkstheail. |
rent hima—

STEPH
No. Youreasdoneas| am.

STEPH extends the knife and stalks toward
JANE.

JANE
Look. If wecanjust... let'stdk thisthrough... Steph. Please. Hey. If George sees us
like—

STEPH puts theknifeto JANE's throat.

STEPH
Georgeisn't evenred. You madehimup. Another oneof your stories.

JANE
Seph, comeon...

STEPH
You brokeyour promise. But you get achanceto fixthings. Tonight.

JANE
How?
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STEPH
We're going to finish what we started/

JANE
Seph, thisiscrazy.

STEPH
Were goingto kill Crow of Dawn.

JANE
Would you put down the knife?

STEPH

What areten years worth, do you think?

JANE
Seph, please.

STEPH
How deep acut? How bigascar?

JANE
You're scaring me,

STEPH

(stepping back)

Good.

JANE
Seph, I'm so, so sorry.

STEPH
Not good enough.

JANE
What do you want meto do?

STEPH
Bark. Go ahead. Bark likeadog.

JANE does.

WOLF CRY WOLF
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That's good. Now beg. Beg

JANE
Seph...
STEPH
Beg Doit!
JANE does.

STEPH (CONT'D)
Now howl. Howl!

JANE howls tentatively.
You cdl tha ahowl? Comeon! | don't believeyou! Howl. Comeon. HOWL!

JANE howls plaintively and for alongtime.
Sncere.

Thereit is.
Now tell meastory, Jane.

Help me see the shadows again.

We shift. JANE'sfamily'sfront yard. The
“For Sale’ signis gone. The sound of
hammering. The dogbarks. JANE sits near the
sign and with the pocketknife cuts firecrackers
from achain. Having gathered somefive or six
firecrackers, SHE lights amatch, alows it to
burn down to her fingers, lights the firecracker,
and throws it. SHE repesats this as STEPH
enters. THEY each have abandage over the cuts
from the previous night.

STEPH (CONT'D)
It's August.
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JANE
So?

STEPH
So firecrackers areillega now.

JANE
So sueme.

STEPH
You're goingto hurt yourself.

JANE

What do you care? You sliced my hand open last night!

STEPH
That was for areason.

JANE throws afirecracker in STEPH's vicinity.
Hey, watch it!

JANE
Gotcha. Scaredy. | didn't even light it.

STEPH
Don't be mean.

JANE
How'd you sleep?

STEPH
Fine.

JANE
See any more ghost cats?

STEPH

No.
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JANE
| couldn't sleep. My hand hurt too much.

STEPH
Sorry.

JANE
You better figure out how to turninto awolf quick tonight. I've got amigraine.

JANE throws another unlit firecracker a
STEPH. STEPH does not flinch this time.

STEPH
| learn fast. I'm smart.

JANE
It's not about smarts.

STEPH
What's it about?

JANE
What's with that noise?

STEPH
Hammering.

JANE

| know it's hammeringd Wha arethey hammering?

STEPH
A new deck.

JANE
Oh great. You get anew deck, and | get to moveinto acrgppy apartment! Fantastic. I'm
so happy for you. You can spend your dumb Jewish holidays out onit. Light some
candles. Tdk to your God.

STEPH
Therée's only one God.

JANE
Yeah. I'm sure he's got awhite beard and everything. What do you want?
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STEPH
| saw you out here.

JANE
And?

STEPH
And | wanted to say “hi.”

JANE
Say “hi” then.

JANE throws alit firecracker in no particular
direction. It explodes.

STEPH
Hi.
The sign's gone.

JANE
Yeeh.

STEPH
They sold the house, huh?

JANE
The bank's taking it back.

STEPH
Oh.

JANE
Whatever.

STEPH
When are'y ou moving?

JANE
Soon.

STEPH
Oh.
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JANE throws another firecracker, this one
closer to STEPH. Thedogbarks.

JANE
Tdl your stupid dogto shut up.

STEPH
Beniceand | will.

JANE

SAMPSON! STOP BARKING!

The sound of hammering. The dog barks.

| hatethat dog.

STEPH
Don't say that.

JANE
What's his problem?

STEPH

He's older than me. He's blind in one ey e, and the other ey€slazy. They're goingto put
him to slegp soon.

JANE
Why don't they dready?

STEPH
| don't know. Hes my dad's dogredly.

JANE
You know what “put himto sleep” means, don't you?

STEPH
Yeah.

JANE
They turn them into gue.
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STEPH
No, they don't!

JANE
Yeah, they do! They put al the dead dogs and cats in abigvat and make gue out of
them. You ever usegue? Tha's gonnabeyour dog

STEPH
I'm never using gue again.

JANE
You know what wolves do when one gets old or sick? The pack chasesit avay. They
can't have any wesk links. Not like humans. Humans try and take care of everybody dl
thetime. Especialy thewesk and thesick. It'sunnaturd. That's why everybody's
awayslying. Nobody wants to seetheworld theway it redly is. M ean.

STEPH
What if you were sick?

JANE
I'd get better fast. BecauseI'm strong.

STEPH
What about when you aren't strong any more?

JANE
Then I'll die, and I'll stay dead. Everybody will be sad for acouple weeks, then they 'l
pretend to be sad for afew months, and then they'll forget dl about me. People are
horrible. That's why I'm happier when I'm awolf. Everythings morerea. Because
wolves don't lie. It'snot intheir nature. They'repure. Not like people.

We should kill your dog.

STEPH
That's terriblel

JANE

He'sin pan, isn't he? You'd rather have some stranger do it? It's goingto happen. It
might as well be us.
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SHE throws another firecracker, this one
dangerously closeto STEPH.

STEPH
Sop that!

JANE
Makeme. Yeah, | might kill that dogtonight. It'll befast. I'll cut histhroat. Yrrrk!

STEPH charges JANE, and after ascuffle JANE
pins her. The dogbarks.

STEPH
Get off! That hurts!

JANE
What? This? Does this hurt? How about this?

STEPH
Ow! Ahh! Ow! Sop! Ow! | can't bresthe. Hey.

JANE
Sy “please”

STEPH
Plesse.

JANE
Bark. Bark likeadog.

STEPH barks.

Beg Comeon! Beg

STEPH
Please. Please please please.

JANE

No! Beglikeadog. Whine.

STEPH whines like adog.

WOLF CRY WOLF KEVIN KAUTZMAN



64

JANE (CONT'D)
That's dl you are, astupid dog! | bet you won't turn into awolf! You'l turn into adumb

Chihuahuaor awiener dog!

STEPH
Ow! Get off! That hurts!

JANE
Show meyour wolf then! Comeon! Howl.

STEPH
| can't. Ow! I'm not—
JANE
Howl!
STEPH howls.
Louder!
STEPH howls moreloudly.
LOUDER!
STEPH howls convincingy. The silhouette of a
crow appears, unseen by JANE and STEPH.
The dog goes quiet. JANE crawls off STEPH.
STEPH curlsup in pan.
JANE (CONT'D)
Thereyou go.
STEPH
That redly, redly hurt.
JANE
Baby.
STEPH

I'm going to tell on you.
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JANE
Go ahead. Gol

What? No? Liar. You shouldn't cry wolf. Peoplewill stop bdievingyou.

Ow. My hand redly hurts.

STEPH
Minetoo.

JANE
Why'd we cut ourselves?

STEPH

It's not ablood promise without blood.

JANE
It's stupid.

STEPH
You're stupid.

JANE
That was apretty good howl.

STEPH
Thanks.

JANE
| knew you could do it.

STEPH
I'm gonna get abruise.

JANE
Shh! Listen!

STEPH

| don't hear anything.
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JANE
That'swhat | mean! Your stupid dogfindly shut up! Heredly thought you werea
wolf.

STEPH
| hatethat dog Hesmedls. Heforgot al histricks. It's pathetic.

JANE
You lovethat dog.

STEPH
Sometimes | think my dad loves him more than me.

JANE
That's not true.

STEPH
You should seethem together. | think he wanted meto be aboy.

JANE
Admit it. You lovethat dog

STEPH
Yeah. A lot.

JANE
I'm sorry | hurt you.

STEPH
Yeah.

JANE

Whered | get you? Let mesee. Hmm. | don't think it's gonna be too bad...
Ticklish? Yeah, you arel

STEPH squirms. THEY laugh abit until JANE
stops pressing. A moment.

STEPH
Canl...

JANE
What?
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STEPH
Your face.
(touching JANE's face)
| just likeyour face.

JANE leansinto STEPH and smiles. THEY
cuddleabit. STEPH runs her hands through
JANE's har. A moment passes. STEPH puts
her hand on JANE's mouth. THEY kiss. JANE
starts, grabs STEPH's hand, and pushes her

away .

JANE
Hey.

STEPH
Huh?

JANE
Don't.

STEPH
I'm sorry .

JANE
What areyou, sick?

STEPH
No.

JANE

| don't know what it was like where you came from, but you can't belike that here.
People will think were fresks.

STEPH
Okay. | know. Your hair's just soft, and I—

JANE
Anyway wolves aren't likethat.

STEPH
| know.
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JANE
It's boy wolves and grl wolves. That'stheway it is.

STEPH
| just wanted to touch your face.

JANE
That's stupid. Werefriends. Friends aren't like that.

STEPH
| know.

JANE
If my mom saw us, she'd lock mein the basement or something.

STEPH
I'm sorry .

JANE
Sop sayingyou'resorry.

STEPH

Okay. I'vestopped. | just likeyour—

JANE
Forget about it okay? I'mjust angy.

STEPH
Why ?

JANE
| don't want to move.

STEPH
Oh.

JANE

Were moving into astupid apartment.

STEPH
I'm sorry .

WOLF CRY WOLF
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JANE
And you're gettinganew deck. You can sit right there and watch the new people move
into our house.

STEPH
If they havekids, I'll betheir nemesis. | promise. It's okay, Jane.

JANE
It's not fair.

STEPH
Lifeisn't far. Do your parents ever say that?

JANE
Yeah. And my mom's aways sayingfamily hasto stick together. No matter what. That
if you loseyour family, apart of you withers up and dies, like aplant without water.

STEPH
Unless you find another family.

JANE
You only get onefamily.

STEPH

Don't somewolves go from pack to pack? Likeapack will adopt alone wolf?

JANE
Have you been reading about wolves?

STEPH
Yesh.

JANE
Show off. You still want to go out tonight?

STEPH
Yesh.

JANE
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The bel rings.

STEPH
| haveto go to swim practice. I'maFlyingFish.

JANE
Lame.
STEPH
It's fun.
JANE
| quit after Guppy.
STEPH
I'll seeyou tonight?
JANE
Yeeh.
STEPH exits. Thesilhouette of the crow
disappears and GEORGE enters. The
hammering stops.
GEORGE
What's going on tonight?
JANE

Ahhl Man. Youreatotd creep. You can't sneak up on peoplelikethat.

GEORGE
| just did.

JANE
You know what | mean.

GEORGE
Areyou goingout?

JANE

Yesh.
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GEORGE
Without me?

JANE
Sincewhen do we haveto tell you every timewe go out?

GEORGE
That's what apack does.

JANE
You areso weird. Wearenot apack.

GEORGE
Yes, weare.

JANE
Wolves and crows don't go together.

GEORGE

71

Surethey do. Wolves go after the wesk and the sick. They kill for mercy alot of the
time. And crows follow and watch. And when thewolves are done eating, they pick the

scraps.

JANE
You want to pick our scraps?

GEORGE
Maybe. Hey. You know the match game? You light matches and see who can hold on
the longest.

JANE
Everybody knows that game.

GEORGE
Want to?

JANE
Sure.

GEORGE

Here. Onthree. One, two, three.
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THEY light their matches and hold them.
GEORGE flinches first, and JANE blows out
her match. THEY share alook.

Eyes like two burning suns.

JANE
You let mewin.

GEORGE
Neesh, you lie.

JANE

What areyou anyway? An Indian or something?

GEORGE
I'm abunch of things.

JANE
What's that like?

GEORGE
Y ou're moving soon, huh?

JANE
Yeah.

GEORGE
Do you want to move?

JANE
No.

GEORGE
It's like that.

JANE
Huh. Sowhat do your parents do?

GEORGE

Not much.
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What's tha mean?
Oh. I'msorry.

GEORGE
What happened to your hand?

JANE

A cut. Sephdidit. We made ablood promise.

GEORGE
What, likeyou cut your hands and pressed them together?

JANE
Yesh.

GEORGE
Like some movie! You two are so funny.

JANE
Shut up.

GEORGE
Funny!

JANE
She'sjust londly.

GEORGE
Let mesee. Oh. That's gonnascar.

JANE
| don't care.

GEORGE

You should do it to metoo. Likeasign.

JANE
Redly?

WOLF CRY WOLF
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GEORGE
Yeah! WEell each do it to each other. Well maketrianges. It'll look swest.

JANE
[t'll hurt.

GEORGE
Everything hurts. Even love hurts. You ever been in love?

JANE
No.

GEORGE
M e neither. Here. You do me.

GEORGE hands JANE her pocketknife. JANE
presses it into GEORGE's pam. HE does not

flinch.

JANE
Doit tome

GEORGE
Now?

JANE
Yeah. Ahh. Ow.

GEORGE
| saw you two.

JANE
Yeah? What'd y ou see?

GEORGE
You know what.

JANE

Whatever. You'recrazy.
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Crazy like afox.

| thought you're acrow.

| told you: I'm abunch of things.

But mostly acrow.

Definitey.

Peck methen.

Likethis?

Here. Useyour teeth.

Your folks will see.

That fedls good. Don't stop.

You're goingto get introuble.

| kind of liketrouble.

How much trouble?

Just enough | guess.

WOLF CRY WOLF
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GEORGE
Troublelike your folks catchingy ou making out with an older guy ?

JANE
Who said anything about makingout? You were peckingme. Peck. Peck. Peck peck
peck.

Oh. Hey! | got you apresent. Here. Lacesfor your boots. They'rered. It's stupid you
don't wear shoelaces.

GEORGE
It's kind of my thing.

JANE
Wl make these kind of your thingthen.

GEORGE
I'll think about it.

JANE
Have you got any other friends?

GEORGE
Haveyou got any other friends?

JANE
Of coursel do.

GEORGE

| mean friends who get you. Your stories. Your wolf thing.

JANE
You know it's agame, right? Shadows and moonlight and make believe.

GEORGE
Yeah. What isn't?
(handing her amatch)
Here. Let'sgo agan.
JANE

You goingto stop letting mewin?
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GEORGE
Okay. Thisonéesfor red.

JANE
Shouldn't we play for something?

GEORGE
Weadready are.

JANE
What?

GEORGE
To find who's stronger.

JANE
Or who's crazier.

GEORGE

Same difference. Ready? Onthree,

GEORGE & JANE
One, two, thred

THEY light the matches.

We shift. Day becomes night. A gbbous moon
hangs over thefidd. JANE, GEORGE, and
STEPH aretherewith flashlights. A truck

passes.
STEPH
| don't want to!
JANE
You started it!
STEPH
My hand still hurts from the first onel
JANE

Were goingto make asymbol. Likeatattoo.

WOLF CRY WOLF KEVIN KAUTZMAN



78

STEPH
| don't want atattoo.

GEORGE
It's not redly atattoo.

JANE

It'sjust three cuts. See? | havetwo dready. You haveto cut Georgetoo. And then well
cut ourselves once we get Crow of Dawn. Put your hand on the stump.

STEPH
No.

GEORGE
She's afrad.

STEPH
| amn not!

GEORGE
You look afraid.

STEPH
I'm not afraid!

JANE
Let himdo it then.

STEPH
| don't want him tol

JANE

Hehasto. That's how it works. It'sapack thing

GEORGE
You don't liketheway | look or something? | don't think shelikes me,

JANE
She's just scared.
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STEPH
I'm not scared!

JANE
Do it or | won't show you how to turn!

STEPH
You made ablood promise. You can't break it! You can't!

JANE
Or what? What, Seph?

STEPH
l... you... it'll be bad!

GEORGE
M ay be shé's too youngfor this.

STEPH
| am not!

JANE
You're probably right.

STEPH
I'm not too young!

JANE

Then play dong You'rethe onewho started this with the blood promise!

STEPH
Yeah. Andyou can't bresk it.

JANE
Orwhat? Tdl mel What's gonnahappen if | bregk your little blood promise, huh?

GEORGE
She's goingto cry.

STEPH
| am not!
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Why don't you go home?

We're supposed to be apack.

It's just agame.

No, it's not! | saw him.

Who?

Crow of Dawn!

JANE

STEPH

JANE

STEPH

GEORGE

STEPH

GEORGE
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That's because he's after you! He's goingto eat the M oon! And then hell eat your

shadow! Oo00000!

You're so mean!

You'rejust akid.

| thought we were friends!

We're more than friends.

Redly?

Comeon. It'll beover in asecond.

And then you'll show me?
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JANE
Yeeh.

STEPH
And well beapack?

JANE
Yes, Seph.

STEPH
Okay.

STEPH puts her hand on the stump. GEORGE
crouches across from her. JANE hands him the
pocketknife.

GEORGE
you know what | like about this field
thisfield has dl kinds of history
like you can come out here
and digoneor two feet
and more often than not
you'l find abone
it's not marked
you haveto know thisis abonefield
like a secret
you ever digfor bones out here?

STEPH
No...

GEORGE
well come out
after wevekilled
crow of dawn
and well diground here
well put together awhole buffalo
can you imagne
abuffado made of bones
theway it would move
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GEORGE (CONT'D)
how it'd sound

buffalo used to mean something
so did wolf

and crow too

the earth has its own

gods

they livein places like this
they won't teach you that

in school or church

but it's rea

and it scares people

so they try and forget about it
but that doesn't mean it's not true
don't look away

JANE
Georee...

GEORGE
Look!

GEORGE cuts STEPH's padm. SHE does not
flinch.

JANE
What was that about?

GEORGE
You don't even know what's under your feet.
(handing STEPH the knife)
Now do me.

Now wereredly apack. You better show her how to turninto awolf, huh?

STEPH
Yeah, show me

JANE

| can't teach her. You haveto befearless. Look a her! She'sterrified. Shejust wantsto
0o home.
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STEPH
You can teach me a home.

JANE
That's not how it works.

STEPH
Comeon, Jane. It'sredly late.

JANE

Get on your knees and I'll show y ou.

GEORGE
She'sjust alittlekid.

STEPH
| annot! Show me. I'm not afraid!

JANE

Fine. Get onyour kneesthen! Closeyour eyes. Keep your eyes closed for thirty
seconds. And you'll turninto awolf. Sarting.. now.

GEORGE and JANE snesk away .

STEPH
Jane? Jane? AmI awolf? I'mtotdly awolf.

A w00000000000000000000000000000000....

Hey! Hey! | fed it! Doyousee? Canl open my eyes? Jane? I'm goingto open my
eyes. Wolf eyes! | wonder what color they'll be? Probably the same, huh? But wolfy.
I'm openingthem. Three. Two. One. Jane! Wheréd you go? Janel Hey! Jane Jane!
I'mnot awolf. But | fed likeawolf. | fed it right here. Rrrrr! Rrrrruff! Grrr!
Awoooo0! Grrr! Jane! Areyou hiding? Comeon! We haveto fight Crow of Dawn!
Jane! Stop playingaround. Comeon. | know you'rethere.

A truck passes on the highway .

Sheleft me. | can't bdieve she.... Grrrrrrrrrrruff! Ruff! Ha | don't care. You better be
afraid of me, cuz I'm not afraid of you.

WOLF CRY WOLF KEVIN KAUTZMAN



84
STEPH (CONT'D)

A w000000000000000000000000000000000000000000!

Night becomes day becomes night. The
bedrooms. STEPH taps a JANE's window.

JANE opensit.
JANE
Go away!
STEPH
Let's go!
JANE

I'm grounded. My parents would kill meif we get caught.

STEPH
You think minewouldn't? Comeon! Crow of Davn! We've got to stop him. George
needs us.

JANE
| can't.

STEPH
Then Crow of Dawn wins and there won't be any more night and hell eat our shadows
and when will weturn into wolves if thereisn't anight!

JANE
You don't even know how!

STEPH
| taught my sdlf.

JANE
No, you didn'.

STEPH

I'mawolf right now. See. Rrrr! Grrrr!

JANE
Seph, stop.
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I'msoangy a you. You left meout there! Grrrrrrr!

JANE
You're qullible.

STEPH
You lied. You brokeyour promise. It was ablood promise.

JANE
Go to bed.

STEPH
|s somebody inyour room?

JANE
What? No.

STEPH
| heard something.

JANE
It's y our imagination.

STEPH

If you won't come, I'll fight Crow of Dawn adone.

JANE
It hasto betwo wolves.

STEPH
Oneis better than none!

JANE
Seph, listen to me. It'sjust agame.

STEPH
What happened to your face?

JANE

Go to bed.
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STEPH
Did somebody hit you?

JANE
I'm fine.

STEPH

Your eyesdl black. Wasit Crow of Dawn?

JANE legps out her window and charges at
STEPH.

JANE
Leave me done

STEPH
If wedon't do something, Crow of Dawn will eat the M oon and there will no more night
forever and—

JANE
It was adream! It'sagamel It's adreaming game, Steph! There's no such thing as Crow
of Dawn.

STEPH
But | saw him. In adream.

JANE
Exactly! It wasadream. Youimagned it. Just like weimagne we turn into wolves.
Were not wolves. Were human grls. It's make believe. All of it. You're still just achild.

STEPH
No. | turned into awolf. | felt it.

JANE
Not everythingyou fed isredl.

STEPH
| thought you were my friend.

JANE

| amyour friend.
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STEPH
Then why do you keep lyingto me?

JANE
I'mbored. Hey. | get lonely too. And scared. | likefedingmy heart race. | like being
outsidelate. Just not done. So | make up stories. And they're better when you redly
believethem. And becomethem. When I'm pretending, | get... it'sacharge. Right here.
You know? You ever fed that way?

STEPH
You make mefed that way.

JANE
Seph...

STEPH

I'm scared or worried dmost dl thetime. It'sin my chest like abig cockaburr. It goes
away when I'm with you.

JANE
It feels good, right?

STEPH
Yesh.

JANE
But it's just afeding.

STEPH
Fedings arered.

JANE

People make believe with each other. It's how we get through the night: storiesin the
dark. It's better than being alone.

STEPH
| don't want you to move.

JANE
| haveto.
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You'rethe only friend I've made since we moved here.

JANE
You'll make more friends when school starts.

STEPH
Nobody likeyou.

JANE
Seph, go to bed.

STEPH
| redly amawolf.

JANE
Yeah. It'sfun. Wolves are grest.

STEPH
Yeah.

(quietly)

Aw000000000000000...
Comeon. Jane. Howl with me.

JANE
No.

STEPH
Just once? Please. Aw0000000000...

JANE

Go to bed.

88

STEPH reaches toward JANE's black eye.

JANE pulls avay.

STEPH

Who hit you? Was it George? Hes in your room, isn't he?
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JANE
Nobody's in my room.

STEPH
I'll screamif heis!

JANE

Shh! You're goingto wake everybody up.

STEPH
Sop lyingtome! I'll scream! | will I will 1 will!

JANE
Be quiet!

JANE slaps STEPH very hard. STEPH stands
frozen with her hand on her cheek. SHE
whimpers once, an animal noise.

Seph, you can't just... it's... I'm... | don't know what to—

STEPH squints, sets her jaw, and growls. SHE
bares her teeth and snaps them. SHE snarls and
gowls. SHE stalks toward JANE. JANE backs
away, arad.

It was my mom, al right? She hit me with abroom.

STEPH
Oh.

JANE

She saw us together. When we... you know. | told you if she saw sheld fresk out. You
wereright. Somebody's dway s watching.

Duringtheday | don't maketherules. Thenight's our place. With the shadows. You
think it's more dangerous at night, but it's safer when people can't see.

Everythings backwards. You'll figureit out when you're older.

STEPH
No. I'vegot it figured out.
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JANE
No, you don't. You don't know. Your family's norma. You don't—

STEPH
Were not normal.

JANE
Nobody hits you or—

STEPH

You have no ideawhat goes on in our house.

JANE
I'm just saying...

STEPH
You don't have any idea.

JANE

Does something... what isit? What happens?

Seph?

STEPH
What ?

JANE
What isit?

STEPH
Never mind.

JANE

Just... gotobed. You'll fed better tomorrow.

STEPH
No. I'mgonnago out and get Crow of Dawn on my own. Then I'll beadpha.

JANE
Forget about Crow of Dawn. It's just astory.
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STEPH
Yeeh...
JANE
Sories can't hurt you.
STEPH
Liar.
STEPH returns to her room. JANE returnsto
hers. GEORGE liesin her bed.
GEORGE
Boo!
JANE
Ahh!
GEORGE
| totaly got you.
JANE
You are such acreep!
GEORGE
|'s she gone?
JANE

Yeah. Shewas goingto scream and | slapped her.

GEORGE
Did you say sorry?

JANE
No.

GEORGE
You'd better say sorry.

JANE

Yesh.
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GEORGE
You know it's acircle.

JANE
What?

GEORGE

Your mom hitsyou. You hit Seph. A circle.

JANE
Yesh.

GEORGE
You haveto bresk it or you'll end up likethem. You haveto stand up for yoursdf. And
if you can't stand up, you haveto scream, and bark, and ydl, and howl. You'vegot to
put fear into them, otherwise...

JANE
Otherwise what?

GEORGE
They hit you till you break. And onceyou're broken you don't recognize y our own
shadow. Andyou wak around haf aperson.

JANE
| likeyou.

GEORGE
| noticed.

JANE
Doyou...

GEORGE
What? Dol likeyou?

JANE
Yeeh.

GEORGE
I'minyour bed.
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JANE
Yeah, you kind of are.

Hey, you'restill not wearing any laces.

GEORGE
Nope Canl stay heretonight?

JANE
| don't know if that's agood idea

GEORGE

I'll leave before dawn. Just set your darm.

JANE
If my parentsfind out, | don't know you. You snuck in my window and crept into bed
and—

GEORGE
| get it. | don't exist.
JANE
Don't say that. Of courseyou exist.
GEORGE
But not redly.
JANE
Crow of Night.
THEY liedown, hold hands and raise them into
theair.
GEORGE
Night.
JANE
Night.
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Later. STEPH stands by the stump in thefield
of bones. SHE has the knifeand adog collar. A
truck passes.

STEPH
Comeon, Samson. That'sagood dog. Shh. It'sokay. You'retired and you'resick and
thisistheright thingto do. Don't be afraid. Redly I'mawolf. It'sasecret. It'sa
shadow secret. You'll be happy here. Thisfied is full of bones. And the bones come
dive. Theré's even awhole buffalo made of bones. I'veseenit. | redly have. You won't
bedone. Shh. Shh now.

Thereisayéep as SHE stabsthedogin the
throat.

STEPH
Shh. It'sokay. No moresick. No more pain. Shh.

A truck passes. STEPH stands, steadies
herself, and goes toward the highway. SHE
waves. A truck stops.

Hey! Hey! | need aride. | don't carewhere. Just anywhere. Anywhere but here.

| have a secret.

We shift. The coffee house just before dawn.
STEPH stands clutching the knife.

JANE
You were so young.

STEPH
Yeah.

JANE
How did you...

STEPH
urvive?

JANE
Yeah.
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STEPH
Barely.

JANE
But you did.

STEPH

| clawed. And snarled. And howled. I've donethings you wouldn't... you don't want to
hear about it.

JANE
I'm so sorry. | blamed mysdf. You know? And | couldn't remember why. But now I...
Look ,it was... | wasn't agood friend. But | wasjust agrl, though. Thirteen and a half.
You can't blameme. It was... the game was never meant to beredl.

STEPH
It was dwaysredl.

JANE
You're not in school, areyou?

STEPH
No.

JANE
You lied.

STEPH

Things are... | thought | had things figured out. | mean | had to... run. Sometimesit's like
my whole life has been...

JANE
A lie?

STEPH
A story.

JANE

Give methe knife. Please.

STEPH hands JANE the knife. JANE setsit
aside.
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GEORGE appears as HE did all thosey ears
ago: black coat and, for thefirst time, boots with
red laces. HE ties them.

JANE (CONT'D)
You didn't come hereto hurt me.
STEPH
| don't know why I... I think | came here because... we never finished... I'm so angy at

everything.
Jane, | redly don't have anywhereto... be.

JANE takes STEPH's scarred hand and holds it

to her face.
JANE
You can be here, Seph.
STEPH
Redly?
JANE
Yeah. Redly.
(taking her hand)
Thisisyour heart line,
STEPH
Jane...
JANE
Thisisyour head line.
STEPH
Come on.
JANE
Your face.
SHE touches STEPH's face.

| just likeyour face.
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STEPH rdaxes and dlows JANE to hold her.
A still, silent moment passes.

STEPH
It'sredly late.

JANE
It'searly. Thesun'scomingup. See?

STEPH
Yeah.

JANE
When's thelast time you just watched the sun come up?

STEPH
| don't remember.

JANE
M emories aretricky.

STEPH

Yeah, they ae.

GEORGE watches JANE and STEPH. THEY
in turn watch the creep of the sun as night
erodes.

STEPH (CONT'D)
Huh. Look a that. Thesky's purple.

JANE
Yeah. Sometimes it is.

Thesky ispurple.

The sun casts their shadows: two wolves and a
Crow.

STEPH quietly howls.
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STEPH
AWO0000000...
JANE joins her.
JANE
AWO0000000...

THEY howl. Thismay last alongwhile, or not.
Whatever the case, it is redl.

GEORGE lights amatch and lets it burn as long
as HE is able. When HE flinches...

End of Play
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